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APWH Notes| Western Europe Expands - Global Economy (Pairs with AMSCO 15/16) 

Missed Something? www.myhaikuclass.com/mswardo/apwh 

 

Objectives:  

● Identify and explain the factors that led to a major power shift placing Europeans at the center of trade 

● Analyze the Columbian Exchange and its impact on the Old and New World 

 

Main Idea: 

The international exchange of goods, foods, diseases, and customs had a major impact on a more connected world.  

 

Key Vocab:  

World Economy Prince Henry the Navigator Joint Stock Companies Columbian Exchange 

Battle of Lepanto Mercantilism Seven Years War  

 

Notes:  

1. A More 
Connected World 

A. The world becomes truly “global” due to exploration and conquest 
 

●  What was the World Economy?  
 
 
 
 
B. It included the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian Oceans for travel and ____________ as a method of 
exchange.  
 
C. The World Economy led to a major power shift placing ____________________ at the center of 
the world.  
 

2. European 
Maritime 
Dominance 

A. Why had other societies like the Vikings, Chinese, and Muslims had surpassed Western Europe 
in sea trade? 
 
 
 
 
 
B. What changes pushed Western Europe in establishing sea trade?  
 
 
 
 
 
C. ____________________________________are the first to compete for sea power.  
 

● What are they looking for?  
 
 

● Who is Portugal financed by?  
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D. Spanish explorers sought similar goals 
 

● __________________________________ thought he had found India 
 

● ___________________________________sailed across both Atlantic and Pacific, claimed 
Philippines for Spain, and was first to circumnavigate the globe 

 
E. What proof do we have that Northern Europe begins to overtake sea trade?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F. European nations wanted to make money by taking over resources and controlling imports and 
exports. How did they do this?  
 

● Nations set up trading companies called _________________________________ in 
foreign lands that were not being closely supervised by home governments.  
 

● Laid the foundation for:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Impact of the 
World Economy 

 
A. ________________________________________exchange of diseases, resources between New 
and Old World.  
 
B. What were the biggest impacts of New World items on the Old World?  
 
 
 
 
C. What was the biggest impact of Old World items on the New World?  
 
 
 
 
 
D. List 3 items that go from: 
 
New World to Old World                                            Old World to New World 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Inequality and 
Imbalance  

A.Europeans come to dominate overall world trade 
 

● This is because ________________________________________ empires slowly lose 

control and influence 

 

○ The ________________________________ was a turning point. The Spanish 

defeated the ________________________________, ending any hope of the 

Muslim Empire’s dominance in trade.  

 

● ________________________________ empires still resist European influence 

 

○ By:  

 
 
B. Describe mercantilism:  

 
● What:  

 
● How:  

○ Core nations:  
 
 

○ Areas dependent on Europeans:  
 
 

○ Core nations developed:  
 
 
 

● Leads to:  
 
 
 

5. Impact on 
Western Europe 

A. What was the economic impact on Western Europe? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B. What was the political impact on Western Europe?  
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APWH| World Economy Challenge Questions 

Answer the following questions using complete sentences unless otherwise indicated.  

 

1. Which of the following changes Europe made do you think was most important for maritime dominance? Why? 

 

 

 

 

2. Explain why nations would set up joint stock companies in foreign lands. How do you think it helped “lay the 

foundation” for imperial dominance?  

 

 

 

 

 

3. Explain the difference between the Global Economy and the Columbian Exchange?  

 

 

 

 

 

4. How did the Columbian Exchange impact the OLD WORLD? How did it impact the NEW WORLD?  

 

 

 

 

 

5. Using the political cartoon, what can you infer (guess) the definition of mercantilism to be?  

 

 

 

 

 

6. Let’s look at the political cartoon again.  

 

● Who do you think the mother countries are?  

 

 

 

● What is the role of the colonies? 


