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AMSCO CH. 5: “Classical Civilizations in India and China” 

Do your vocab definitions on the last page of this packet first. Then answer the following questions, using COMPLETE 

SENTENCES, your own words, and citing specific details from the reading.  

 

Missed something? Want to Review? Haiku!:​ www.myhaikuclass.com/mswardo/apwh  
VOCAB DUE: Tuesday 9/18 B, Wednesday 9/19 A 

REST OF PACKET DUE AND QUIZ (included on Unit 1 Test): Thursday 9/20 B, Friday 9/21 B 

(Format: Multiple Choice, Vocab, Short Answer, Map) 

 

 ​BIG QUESTION:​ To what extent did classical India and China develop differently when compared to the 

Mediterranean civilizations of the same time period? This is what we shall investigate! 

 

Part 1: Map and Review 

1. MAP ​Label the following map (using your AMSCO chapter or Survival Guide) this may be on the quiz 

China                           India                       Pacific Ocean                               Indian Ocean                         South China Sea 

 

 

REMEMBER - VOCAB LIST DUE THE CLASS BEFORE THE QUIZ! 
 



2. REVIEW ​Answer the following review questions. Some of them may appear on the quiz. 

a. Describe the political and social characteristics of the Indus River Valley Civilization  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

b. How did the Shang Dynasty end? Why was the first 200 years of the next dynasty known as the ‘Golden Age’?  
 
 
 
 

c. Describe the religious and political characteristics of the civilizations of the Yellow River Valley.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Part 2: Reading Questions  

 

SOCIAL ORGANIZATION: THE CASTE SYSTEM 

1. Why do we use the term ‘caste’ to describe India’s social order?  

 

 

 

2. How did the Aryans originally distinguish themselves from the Dravidians? What did they use?  

 

 

 

3. According to the caste identities, explain each role the following had in society: 

 

● Brahmins: 

 

● Kshatriyas:  

 

● Vaishyas: 

 

● Shudras: 

 

● Untouchables/Dalits: 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER - VOCAB LIST DUE THE CLASS BEFORE THE QUIZ! 
 



4. Is the caste system still in effect in India today? Explain.  

 

 

 

NEW RELIGIONS EMERGE IN INDIA 

5. What are the origins and main characteristics of Jainism?  

 

 

6. What are the origins of Buddhism? Explain the Four Noble Truths.  

 

 

 

7. How are Buddhism, Jainism, and Hinduism:  

 

● Similar: 

 

 

 

● Different:  

 

 

 

8. How did the epic poems of Hinduism help inform/influence gender roles in classical India?  

 

 

 

 

MAURYAN EMPIRE 

9. When did the Mauryan dynasty begin? Describe the extent of their empire.  

 

 

 

10. Describe the structure of the Mauryan dynasty government. What are the different parts?  

 

 

 

11. What was the great Mauryan leader, Ashoka, known for?  

 

 

 

12. What are some reasons for the decline of the empire?  

 

 

13. To what extent was classical India (under the Mauryan dynasty) involved in global trade? Explain.  

 

 

 

REMEMBER - VOCAB LIST DUE THE CLASS BEFORE THE QUIZ! 
 



GUPTA DYNASTY 

14. When did the Gupta dynasty begin and end? How did it compare to the Mauryan empire in terms of territory size?  

 

 

 

15. Provide and explain at least two major examples of achievements in science and math during the Gupta dynasty.  

 

●   

 

 

●   

 

 

16. How did religion influence society in classical Gupta India?  

 

 

17. How/why/where did Buddhism spread to during the classical period?  

 

 

 

18. What were the reasons for the decline of the Gupta dynasty in classical India?  

 

 

 

 

THREE GREAT PHILOSOPHICAL TRADITIONS 

19. Confucius:  

 

● Who was he?  

 

 

● What did he do?  

 

 

● What was he known for?  

 

 

● What were his ideas?  

 

 

● What influenced him/why did he have the ideas you discussed previously?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER - VOCAB LIST DUE THE CLASS BEFORE THE QUIZ! 
 



20. How did Confucianism  

● Affect family life in classical China? 

 

 

 

● Affect the role of women?  

 

 

21. What are the main ideas of Daoism (Taoism)?  

 

 

 

22. What do Daoism (Taoism) and the ancient Greek religious beliefs have in common? (see pg. 102) 

 

 

 

23. What were the main ideas of Legalism?  

 

 

 

 

THE QIN DYNASTY IN CHINA 

24. How long did the Qin dynasty last?  

 

 

25. Why was the Qin emperor Shihuangdi considered cruel?  

 

 

 

26. Despite the cruelty of the emperor, what did the Qin dynasty do to improve society?  

 

 

 

 

THE HAN DYNASTY 

27. How did the Han dynasty improve the centralized government of the Qin dynasty?  

 

 

 

28. Why was the period of Emperor Han Wudi’s rule called Pax Sinica?  

 

 

 

29. Describe what extent the Silk Roads connected China with other parts of the world. 

 

 

 

REMEMBER - VOCAB LIST DUE THE CLASS BEFORE THE QUIZ! 
 



30. What technological innovations occurred under the leadership of the Han dynasty in classical china?  

 

 

 

 

31. Describe three problems that plagued classical China under the Han dynasty.  

 

●   

 

●   

 

●   

 

 

 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES (STILL USE COMPLETE SENTENCES!) 

32. What explanations do different scholars offer for why so many belief systems developed in one era?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 4: SAQ Practice (worth 5 points) and Multiple Choice  

Please answer each part of the question that follows using complete sentences and specifics. This is just practice, so do 

your best! Then briefly jot down a few ideas you would write about for the other SAQ question. 

1.​ SAQ Practice: ​Write a complete response to the SAQ (number 2 on page 110) below. 

Answer all parts of the question that follows. Use complete sentences and specific details. PROVE YOUR ANSWER! 
 

A. Provide evidence of ONE similarity in the role of Confucianism in China and of Hinduism in India on political structure 
during the classical period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

B. Provide evidence of ONE similarity in the social roles of Buddhism in India and Daoism in China during the Classical 
Period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER - VOCAB LIST DUE THE CLASS BEFORE THE QUIZ! 
 



 
 

C. Provide evidence of ONE similarity in the spread of Buddhism and the spread of Christianity during the Classical Period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. ​SAQ Prep: ​Outline an answer for SAQ 1 (on page 110). You do not need to answer in complete sentences, but jot 
down information you would discuss (vocab/examples) so you COULD answer this question if you saw it on your quiz. 

 
A.                                                                     B.                                                                    C.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

MULTIPLE-CHOICE ANSWERS: ​Many of these questions may appear on the reading quiz! ​AMSCO 3 
 
1 ________   2 ________   3________   4________   5________  6_________   7 _________   8 ___________  

 

VOCAB LIST - CLASSICAL INDIA AND CHINA:​ ​Use your textbooks to define the following words. ​It is strongly 

recommended that you make flashcards to better help you study.  

 

1. ​Ashoka​: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ​Brahmins​: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ​Buddhism/Four Noble Truths/Siddhartha Guatama​:__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ​Caste System​: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

REMEMBER - VOCAB LIST DUE THE CLASS BEFORE THE QUIZ! 
 



__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ​Gupta Dynasty​: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ​Jainism​:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.​Kshatriyas​:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ​Kushan Empire​:________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. ​Mauryan Dynasty​:________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. ​Shudras​:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. ​Vaishyas​: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12.​Varnas​:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. ​Untouchables/Dalits​:_________________________________________________________________________ 

REMEMBER - VOCAB LIST DUE THE CLASS BEFORE THE QUIZ! 
 



__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. ​Civil Service Examination​:_______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15. ​Confucius/Confucianism​:_________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16. ​Daoism​:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

17. ​Legalism​:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

18. ​Han Dynasty​:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

19. ​Pax Sinica​:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

20. ​Shi Huangdi​:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

21.​Silk Roads​:______________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

22. ​Qin Dynasty​:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

REMEMBER - VOCAB LIST DUE THE CLASS BEFORE THE QUIZ! 
 



__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

23. ​Yellow Turban Rebellion​:_________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
REMEMBER TO MAKE YOUR FLASHCARDS! 

REMEMBER - VOCAB LIST DUE THE CLASS BEFORE THE QUIZ! 
 


