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Outcomes 

At the conclusion of this section, students will have:  

1) Identified world religions and their key characteristics 

2) Categorized religions as non, poly, or monotheistic 

3) Memorized the order of world religions in age and popularity 

 

Big Idea: World religions are a large part of culture and history. Their adoption and interactions with other cultures 

affect events, and characteristics affect the way large populations interact with the world around them. Understanding a 

country’s history or populace means understanding the major world religions of history along with them.  

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Religion Monotheistic Polytheistic Nontheistic 

 

Topic:  Main Ideas:  

1. Different 
Belief Systems 

A. What is a religion?  
 
 
 
 

● Usually is a major aspect of a people’s ________________, or unique way of life.  
 

B. What are the three main types of religions?  
 

● ____________________: belief in a single god 
 

● ____________________: belief in more than one god 
 

● ____________________: belief in no god 
 

C. About how many religions are practiced around the world? ___________ 
 

D. List the major religions: 
 
Oldest to Youngest                                                                  Most to Least Popular 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Christianity 
 

 

● Followers: _______________________________Type: ___________________________ 
 

● Founder: ________________________________When: __________________________ 
 

● Where: ________________________________________________________ 
 

● Basic Beliefs/Background:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Islam 
 

 
 

● Followers: _______________________________Type: ___________________________ 
 

● Founder: ________________________________When: __________________________ 
 

● Where: ________________________________________________________ 
 

● Basic Beliefs/Background:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Hinduism 
 

● Followers: _______________________________Type: ___________________________ 
 

● Founder: ________________________________When: __________________________ 
 

● Where: ________________________________________________________ 
 



 

● Basic Beliefs/Background:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Buddhism 
 

 

● Followers: _______________________________Type: ___________________________ 
 

● Founder: ________________________________When: __________________________ 
 

● Where: ________________________________________________________ 
 

● Basic Beliefs/Background:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Sikhism 
 

 

● Followers: _______________________________Type: ___________________________ 
 

● Founder: ________________________________When: __________________________ 
 

● Where: ________________________________________________________ 
 

● Basic Beliefs/Background:  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Judaism 
 

 

● Followers: _______________________________Type: ___________________________ 
 

● Founder: ________________________________When: __________________________ 
 

● Where: ________________________________________________________ 
 

● Basic Beliefs/Background:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Confucianism 
 

 

● Followers: _______________________________Type: ___________________________ 
 

● Founder: ________________________________When: __________________________ 
 

● Where: ________________________________________________________ 
 

● Basic Beliefs/Background:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. Animism  
(Not technically 
one of the ‘major 
world religions’ 
but has large 
impact! 

 
● Followers: _______________________________Type: ___________________________ 

 
● Founder: ________________________________When: __________________________ 

 
● Where: ________________________________________________________ 

 
● Basic Beliefs/Background:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Combining World Regions and Religions Map 

On the map below, label and color the major world religions that appear in each of our world regions. (There is a world 

religion map in your Survival Guide if you need further help).  

 


