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APWH Notes| Chinggis Khan and the Mongol Empire (Pairs with AMSCO 13) 

Missed Something: www.myhaikuclass.com/mswardo/apwh 

 

OUTCOMES| At the conclusion of this section, students will have: 

● Analyzed the political, social, economic, technological, and religious developments of Eurasia under the rule of 

the Mongols 

● Evaluated the global impact of the Mongols 

 

BIG IDEA| In the 13th century, a once small nomadic tribe of herders grew to become one of the most powerful 

militaries the world ha ever seen. Led by Chinggis (Genghis) Khan, the Mongols eventually established the largest land 

empire in history. Encompassing most of Asia and parts of Eastern Europe, the Mongol Empire established stability and 

governance in some areas, and systems of heavy tribute in others. While trade and contact between the East and West 

expanded under Mongol rule, the empire eventually declined and broke apart by the end of the 15th century.  

 

KEY VOCABULARY| Khan Kuriltai Khanates Pax Mongolica  

Il-Khanate Yuan Dynasty Gobi Desert Golden Horde 

 

NOTES: 

1. Beginnings  
A. Mongol people roamed __________________________(vast stretch of dry grassland across 
Eurasia) north of the Gobi Desert  
 

● In what? _________________________________________ 
 

● They were___________________________ and pastoralist (herding domesticated 
animals) 

 
● What was an essential part of life?________________________________________ 

 
 
B. Who was Temujin?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● Who does Temujin become? __________________________________________ 
○ This title means “universal leader” 

 

2. Early Conquests  
A. The Mongols first went after _____________________________________ in 1211 
 

● The result:  
 
 



 
B. Then The Mongols went after ________________________________, gaining control by 1225 
 

● Why this region?  
 
 
C. Why were the Mongols so successful?  
 

● _______________________________________: used fighting units called tumens, 
about 10,000 soldiers, most on horseback 

 
 

● _______________________________________: often tricked or surprised enemy 
 
 

● _______________________________________: terrified enemies into surrendering 
○ If a city fought back, what happened?  

 
 
 

3. Mongol Empire  
A. Capital established at ______________________________on steppes of northern China 
 

● What did Chinggis and the Mongols do at Karakorum? (Major influences). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● How did Mongol rule affect stability?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Chinggis Khan died in ______________________, allowing his third son, _________________ 
to take over.  
 

● What did his son do with the Mongol Empire?  
 
 
 
 



C. The Mongol Empire divided and conquered with ________ regions, called ________________, 
ruled by a descendant of Chinggis 
 

● ____________________________________(Mongolia and China) 
 

● ____________________________________(Central Asia) 
 

● ____________________________________(Persia) 
 

● ____________________________________(Russia) 
 
  

 
 

4. Impact of 
Mongol Conquest  

A. RUSSIA/EASTERN EUROPE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



B. ISLAMIC HEARTLANDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C. CHINA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. End of Mongol 
Rule 

A. Explain the reasons for the decline of the Mongol Empire.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


